
 

 

City Clerk's Office 

Important information regarding 

the upcoming November 

election: 

Presidential General 

Election  

Tuesday, November 8, 2016  

Polls open at 7 AM and close at 

8 PM. 

Last Day to register 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 

Voters may register to vote 

online, at the Secretary of State 

or at the Clerk’s Office 

Absentee Voter Applications are 

available online or at the Clerk’s 
Office 

Anyone interested in becoming 

an election worker may find out 

more information by visiting 

www.berkleymich.org/clerk_elec

electionworkers.shtm or 

stopping by the Clerk’s Office. 

          

Connect with the City 

Facebook Pages: 

 City of Berkley – 

Government & 

Community Services 

 Berkley Public Library 

 Berkley Parks & 

Recreation 

 Berkley CruiseFest 

 

Message From the Mayor 

Labor Day traditionally 

signals the end of summer 

and the beginning of a new 

school year. Indeed, we have 

a no more important task 

than to educate our youth 

and help them achieve their 
potential. 

We are fortunate to have an 

exceptional and highly respected school 

district. Our children are being educated to 

successfully compete in a rapidly changing 

world. School districts and communities that 

seek to resist these changes fail to prepare 

youngsters for the world in which they will 
live. 

College football is a particular interest at this 

time of year too. Driving through our fair city 

one can see a variety of college flags 

expressing support for favorite schools. In a 

few instances, divided loyalties can be 

detected. It is all in a spirit of fun and 
securing bragging rights for the year! 

The Rio de Janeiro Olympic games have 

faded into the record books. We secured an 

impressive collection of gold medals thanks 

to feats of athletic excellence but we also 

acquired some national embarrassment 

thanks to intemperate and ill-considered 

comments made on television by a few of our 

athletes. Words uttered on television cannot 

be etch-e-sketched away. 

Our Planning Commission held a successful 

open house designed to provide information 

to residents and to receive their input on land 

use. The atmosphere seemed more amicable 

on this occasion. Aside from the planning 

issues themselves, which future planning 

commission meetings will discuss, I received 

a few unusual questions that evening. 

“In what cities do these people on the 

Planning Commission live and how much 

 

Library 

Don’t 

forget, 

we’ve got 

new hours 

at the library! The year-

round hours, will be 

Monday through Thursday 

(10 AM - 8 PM), Friday (10 

AM - 6 PM), and Saturday 

(10 AM - 3 PM). You’ll 

have an extra evening to 

visit the library and 
Saturdays year round! 

ADULT 

Pampering Party with 

The Village in the 

Woods 

Wednesday, September 

14, 2 - 4 PM 

Join The Village in the 

Woods for mini-massages, 

paraffin hand dips, and 

health/safety tips. Physical 

and massage therapists 

will be on hand to answer 

questions and a 

cardiologist will present a 

short talk on heart 

disease. Recommended for 

ages 50+. To register, call 

248-592-5041. 

 

Movie at the Library 

Thursday, September 15, 

6 PM 

Star Trek (PG-13, 2009)  

No registration needed. 

 

Fifty Years of Star Trek 

Wednesday, September 

21, 6:30 PM 

Klingons! Warp Speed! 

Tribbles! Come here all 

about the world of Star 

Trek, past, present, and of 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts


 Behind the Badge 

Twitter : @cityofberkley 

Berkley Online 

 www.berkleymich.org 

 www.berkleymich.org/cal
endar.shtm 

 

Upcoming City Council 

Meetings 

 September 19 

 October 3 

 October 17 

Upcoming Planning 

Commission Meetings 

 September 27 

 October 25 

City Council Meetings begin at 7 

PM. Planning Commission 

meetings begin at 7:30 PM. 

Both City Council and Planning 

Commission meetings are held 
at the Berkley City Hall. 

You can watch the meetings live 

on the city's website or on 

cable. (WOW-ch.10, Xfinity-

ch.17). A taped version of the 

Council and Planning meetings 

are available on the City's 

YouTube channel 3-4 days after 
the meeting. 

Hours of Operation 

City Hall offices are open M-F 

from 8:30 AM to 5 PM; closed 
from 1-2 PM 

*City offices will be closed 

on Monday, September 5, in 

observance of Labor Day* 

Reminder: Monday, September 

5 is a holiday for the City's 

refuse and recycling contractor 

(Tringali). As a result, pickup 

money are they paid?” Well, the answers are 

as simple as they ought to be well known; 

each member of the Planning Commission is 

a resident of Berkley. They are our 

neighbors; they live in the city they are 

dedicated to serve. The same is true for 

every board and committee member of our 

city. With regard to their salary: they are 

volunteers who donate their time, expertise 

and energy to advance the city and we value 
the service of every one of them. 

The next question was mine: “How much do 

you think the Mayor and Council members 

are each paid?” The response was “at least 

$50,000 per year, give or take!” The correct 

answer is “about $500 per year, give or 

take.” The surprised resident shook his head 

and walked away, claiming “that can’t be 

true, no one does this without big bucks.” 

That encounter helps remind me that we 

can’t thank our volunteers enough for all they 
contribute to make our city great. 

The DTE Energy sponsored CruiseFest was a 

splendid success again this year. Thanks to 

all our city employees and volunteers who 

staged the event. We are especially thankful 

to the Oakland Co. Sheriff’s Department and 

our neighboring cities that sent police officers 

to help make it a safe and enjoyable event. 

Many businesses in our city donated 

substantial amounts of food to feed about 

150 officers prior to the parade. We are 

grateful for the generosity of these 

businesses and we congratulate Mark Coon, 

the long-serving chair of the CruiseFest 

committee. 

The Berkley Public Library is proud to partner 

with the Beaumont Children’s Hospital and 

the Friends of the Berkley Public Library to 

provide new parents with free kits to 

welcome their newborns to the city. The kits 

are available for pick up at the Library for 

those who had a new baby this year. These 

kits contain two board books, a sippy cup, 

and a pamphlet with early literacy tips. We 

are thankful for the leadership of Matt 

Church, our Library Director, in developing 

such a creative initiative. 

September 8th is International Literacy Day 

which serves to recognize the importance of 

literacy. According to the National 

Assessment of Adult Literacy, 50% of 

American adults are unable to read a book at  

course future, with a new 

series due in January 

2017! Renowned Star Trek 

author, producer, 

performer Larry Nemecek 

will tell about the Star 

Trek Universe: how it 

started; how the fans kept 

it alive, how it prospered 

in fifty years and what will 

be in store for the 

franchise in the years 

ahead. Registration 
requested. 

eBooks and More at the 

Library 

Thursday, September 29, 

6:30 PM 

Would you like to get 

content for your iPad, 

Kindle or other device? 

Attend this free class to 

learn how to download 

eBooks, audiobooks, and 

magazines from the 

library’s online collection. 

Bring your device if you’d 

like hands on help after 

the class. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

YOUTH 

Batman Day 

Saturday, September 17, 

10 AM - 12:30 PM 

Grab your cape and cowl 

and come down to 

celebrate Batman Day! 

We'll have crafts and trivia 

games for adults and 

children. We will also be 

showing some episodes 

from Batman: The 

Animated Series while you 

craft. No registration 

needed.  

 

Tale on the Trail Kick 

Off 

Monday, September 26, 6 

PM, Tot Lot 

Join the Berkley Public 

Library and Berkley Parks 

& Recreation to kick off  

https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
http://www.berkleymich.org/


that week will be delayed by 

one day (Tuesday moves to 

Wednesday and Friday moves to 
Saturday). 

  

  

the 8th grade level while 23% are 

functionally illiterate. These are troubling 

figures that will have an adverse effect on 
our ability to compete in a global economy. 

On a more Joyful note, the Oakland County 

Ancient Order of Hibernians is sponsoring the 

first IrishFest in Berkley on Saturday, 

September 10th. This should be a fun event in 

our city and 12 Mile Road will be closed on 

that day. Former Mayor Pro Tem, Dale 

GoodCourage and Mr. Steve Zenetti have an 

exciting “Irish entertainment” day planned for 
residents and visitors to our city.  

Finally, may you celebrate Labor Day in good 

health and recognize that it reminds us to 

appreciate that there is honor in all work. 

 

From the City Manager  

First and foremost thank you 

to all those who attended 

the first “Chat with Matt” 

session on August 3, over 40 

Berkley residents participated 

in casual, open and 

productive dialogue.  I believe 

it was a success, based on the 

feedback from residents, so 

please stay tuned for the next “Chat with 

Matt” to be held sometime in October. We 

are in the planning stages now and intend to 

spotlight one of our city departments, with 

the departmental director in attendance, to 

provide an overview on operations and 

procedures and answer questions. 

For my monthly update I wanted to touch 

upon some residents’ questions from “Chat 
with Matt:” 

Q: I received a letter about an insurance 

warranty program for water and/or sewer 

lines from the city. What is this program and 
why is the city sending me this letter? 

A: Service Line Warranties of America 

(SLWA) is a private company that provides 

optional water and/or sewer service line 

warranties to homeowners. It was important 
to educate residents that they are  

the latest Tale on the Trail 

at Berkley’s Tot Lot Park 

located at Cambridge, 

between Cass & Stanford. 

 

Family Craft Night 

Tuesday, September 27, 7 

PM 

Join us for a fairy themed 

Family Craft Night. A 

snack will be served. To 

register, visit: 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440 

LIBRARY HOURS: 

 Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 

8 PM 

 Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 

 Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

 Sun: Closed 

For more information, call 

248-658-3440.

 

Parks and 

Recreation 

Fall Programs  

Fall programs are now 

forming! 

Call Berkley Parks & 

Recreation for more 

information and to 

register: (248)-658-3470 

or visit 
www.berkleymich.org 

Drop-in Play Time 

Come out and play at the 

Community Center! 

 Res:$4 Non-res:$5 

 Every Monday 

beginning 

September 12th, 9-

11 AM Ages 9 

months to 4 yrs.  

 Variety of toys, 

balls, mats and 
more to play with  

 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP%20or%20call%20248-658-3440
http://goo.gl/2oHwbP%20or%20call%20248-658-3440


responsible for the service lines on their 

property and that there was a program 

offered through a reputable company that 

could potentially save them money. SLWA 

works with local municipalities and cities to 

bring warranties to local homeowners. The 

program is offered at no cost to the city and 

no public funds are used to promote or 

operate the program. SLWA is solely 

responsible for the administration and service 

of the warranty programs. For more 

information or to sign up, visit SLWA’s 

website at www.SLWofA.com or call them 
directly at 1-866-922-9006. 

Q: What is the Robina Project and why 

Robina Street? 

 

A: Since 2007, the city and Berkley residents 

recognized the need for a gathering place in 

the downtown area. During the Art Bash 

weekend, in both 2014 and 2015, the 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and 

the Michigan Municipal League (MML) 

confirmed that the intersection at Robina and 

Twelve Mile Road was an appropriate location 

and they provided us with some ideas on how 

a gathering place could look in the future. In 

the following years, city administration 

conducted studies and discussed the concept 

with residents, the DDA and the city’s 

engineering firm to determine the most 

effective way to safely establish, and bring 

life to, a new gathering place. More 

information, including the traffic study and 

conceptual drawings for the Robina Project 

are available on the city’s website, at 
www.berkleymich.org/robina 

Q. Why a new city website? 

A: We heard from residents and visitors that 

our website is difficult to navigate and is not 

user-friendly. City employees also find it 

difficult to manage and maintain the site 

without calling in outside resources. In an 

effort to redesign and simplify the city’s 

website, we looked at several companies and 

now have an agreement with a firm that is 

based locally in Troy, MI. Our website will 

certainly have a new look and be much easier 

to navigate. The new website will be 

introduced by the end of 2016. Look for 

updates in the monthly E-Newsletter and 

the city’s website. 

 

*Children must be 
accompanied by an adult 

This unstructured playtime 

is made possible by 

volunteers from The 

Friends of Berkley Parks & 
Recreation.  

Parents’ Night Out  

Drop the kids off at the 

Community Center and 

enjoy a night out! 

 September 23rd,   

6 - 9 PM  

 Residents $15, 

non-residents $20 

 Bouncers, crafts, 

games, a movie 

and pizza 

 Register by 9/20 to 

avoid late fee. 

Ice Arena 

Open Skating-Begins 
September 7th   

 Wednesday – 

Friday,12 - 1:50 PM 

 Sunday,5 - 6:50 PM 

 $6 adults/$5 

children/$4 skate 
rental 

Open Hockey-Begins 
September 7th 

 Wednesday & 

Friday, 10:30 - 

11:50 AM 

 Thursday, 2 - 3:20 

PM 

 $8 per skater - 

must be over 18 
years of age 

Back To School-Learn 

To Skate Session 

 Start Date: 

Sunday, Sept.18, 

 Time: 4 - 4:50 PM 

 Session Length: 4 

Weeks 



Public Works 

Monday, September 5 is a holiday for the 

City's refuse and recycling contractor 

(Tringali).  As a result, pickup that week will 

be delayed by one day (Tuesday moves to 

Wednesday and Friday moves to Saturday). 

 

The free, bagged yard waste pickup has 

ended. From May 17 through September 30, 

residents will need to 

purchase yard waste stickers 

at $2 each. These stickers 

can be purchased at the 

DPW, City Hall or Library. 

Each sticker is good for one 

bag or can, one time only, with a 50 lb. limit 

each. Leaves and grass may not be raked 

into the street until Oct. 1. 

 

90 gallon trash toters (cans) can be 

purchased from the DPW for $60 each. These 

are wheeled cans with attached lids that are 

dumped mechanically by City refuse hauler. 

 

Compost is available for residents. The 

stockpile is located just outside the DPW yard 

on Beverly between Bacon and Phillips. 

Any questions on the above, please call the 

Berkley DPW at 248-658-3490. We 

encourage all residents to sign up for Berkley 

email updates. In addition to receiving the 

monthly City newsletter, residents will be 

sent alerts related to water main breaks, 

road construction and snow 

removal. Homeowners can sign up online by 

visiting the city’s website. 

 
 
Building/Planning 

Code Enforcement 

 

Robina Plaza Project 

 

The much talked about 

Robina Plaza Project will 

begin with the temporary closure of the north 

and south corners of Robina Avenue and 

Twelve Mile Road. Starting on September 19, 

2016, Robina will be closed to vehicle traffic 

until November 18, 2016.  

 

The objective of the project is to examine the 

feasibility of using Robina as a permanent 

community-gathering place in Berkley’s  

 Classes include: 

Snowplow Sam (Up 

to 5 Years Old), 

Basic Skills (Ages 6 

and up) 

 Cost: $50 per 

person + $15 

annual USFS 

registration fee* 

 Skate rental 

available for an 

additional cost. 

 There will be no 

testing during this 

session. Space is 

limited to 25 
skaters. 

For more information, 

contact the Berkley Parks 

& Recreation Department 

at (248) 658-3470 

 

Berkley 
Historical 

Museum 

Decorate your 

home or 

business with a piece of 

Berkley history! A limited 

quantity of street banners 

that once hung on light 

poles along both 12 Mile 

Rd. and Coolidge are now 

for sale at the Berkley 
Historical Museum!  

For just $10, interested 

buyers can take home one 

of 3 iconic banners. The 

large banners 

measure 7’ long 

and 2.5’ wide. A 

smaller pendant 

is also available 

for to purchase 

for $2. Stop by 

the museum 

during regular business 

hours to pick one up! 

Those who cannot make it 

to purchase a banner 
during business hours may 



 

downtown. Over the past few years, the 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has 

been working with the Michigan Municipal 

League, city administration and Hubbell Roth  

 

and Clark (HRC), the city’s engineering firm, 

to determine the most effective and safe way 

to bring life to the concept of having a 

community gathering place. 

 

During the temporary closure, signage will be 

posted to help motorists and pedestrians 

travel safely through the area. Traffic 

patterns will be examined to determine how 

adjoining streets may be affected. When 

Robina reopens in November, HRC and the 

Public Safety Department will report their 

findings and submit recommendations to the 

DDA and City Council. Based on the 

information, a decision will be made 

regarding the future of the Robina Plaza 

concept. For more information on the Robina 

Project, including updates and conceptual 

drawings by visiting: 

www.berkleymich.org/robina 

 

Comments and suggestions on the Robina 

Plaza Project are welcomed by email sent 

to robinaplaza@berkleymich.net 

contact Jeff Tong at (248) 

398-2382 
or Jtong43@gmail.com.      

The Berkley Historical 

Museum is open on 

Wednesdays from 10 

AM - 1 PM and on 

Sundays from 2 PM - 4 

PM.  

 

mailto:robinaplaza@berkleymich.net

